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BC	Archives	Update	
Genevieve	Weber,	Archivist,	Royal	BC	Museum	&	Archives	

Inscription	of	two	BC	Archives	collections	to	UNESCO	Canada	Memory	of	the	World	Register	

On	March	27,	the	Canadian	Commission	for	UNESCO	announced	at	a	press	conference	held	at	the	Royal	BC	
Museum	six	new	inscriptions	to	the	Canada	Memory	of	the	World	Register.	The	event,	intended	for	media	
and	partners	of	the	Canadian	Commission	for	UNESCO	and	the	Royal	BC	Museum,	featured	a	presentation	
from	collections	holders	such	as	the	Royal	BC	Museum,	Library	and	Archives	Canada,	National	Film	Board	
of	Canada	and	Bibliothèque	et	Archives	nationales	du	Québec	(BAnQ).	

One	of	the	highlights	of	the	event	was	an	interpretation	of	sacred	songs	that	were	part	of	the	lda	Halpern	
collection,	submitted	by	the	Royal	BC	Museum	to	the	Canada	Memory	of	the	World	Register.	The	Canoe	
Paddle	Song	and	the	Farewell	Song,	originally	sung	by	Peter	Webster,	were	interpreted	again	today	by	his	
great-grandson,	Guy	Louie,	accompanied	by	his	mother	Pamela	Webster	and	his	uncle	Hudson	Webster.	

Upcoming	Events	
	
May	20th		
Spatial	History:	Locating	Early	Settlers	in	the	Cowichan	Valley		
Guest	Speaker:	Jim	Ward	
	
In	this	presentation,	the	 last	 for	our	2017/2018	season,	historical	geographer	Jim	Ward	will	demonstrate	
how	 he	 identified	 and	 located	 colonial	 settlers	 in	 the	 southern	 Cowichan	 Valley	 with	 a	 geographical	
information	system	[GIS].	He	will	discuss	the	context	of	his	project,	with	reference	to	the	settler	process	on	
Vancouver	 Island,	 colonial	pre-emption	 laws,	 the	1862	Cowichan	Expedition,	and	 pioneer	 transportation	
routes.	 He	 will	 demonstrate	 an	 outcome	 of	 his	 research	 project,	 a	 dynamic	 ArcGIS	 map	 of	 early	
landowners.	
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BC	Archives	Update	(continued)	
	
A	selection	of	new	collections	online	

GR-0419	Attorney	General	document	series	Item	1887/17	Chief	Isador	/	Kootenai	uprising	file	

• This	file	provides	crucial	evidence	of	the	history	of	the	Ktunaxa	Nation.	It	comprises	235	pages	
of	 correspondence	 and	 testimony	 outlining	 the	 events	 preceding	 and	 following	 the	 so-called	
Kootenai	 uprising,	 an	 incident	 that	 has	 shaped	 the	 Ktunaxa	 people.	 It	 has	 been	 scanned	 and	
uploaded	 to	AtoM	 as	 a	 PDF.	 BC	 Archives	 has	 shared	 it	 with	 the	 communities,	 and	 there	 are	
plans	to	establish	a	more	formal	relationship	between	the	BC	Archives	and	the	Ktunaza	Nation	
Council	centered	on	these	documents.		

GR-1733	Customs	Dept.	letter	book	

• The	series	consists	of	a	letter	book	created	by	the	Collector	of	Customs	in	the	Vancouver	Island	
Customs	Dept.	 between	 1858	 and	 1871	and	 the	Canada	 Customs	Department	 between	1871	
and	1876.	 It	contains	 copies	of	 correspondence	outward	 from	the	Customs	Houses	 in	Victoria	
and	New	Westminster.	There	is	an	index	to	the	volume.		

GR-3644	BC	Civil	Defence	photographs	

• The	 series	 consists	 of	 77	 black	 and	 white	 photographs	 created	 by	 the	 Advisory	 Council,	
Provincial	 Civilian	Protection	Committee	between	1942	and	1945.	 The	 photographs	 show	 the	
Provincial	 Civilian	 Protection	 Committee	 and	 A.R.P.	 (Air	 Raid	 Precautions)	 activities	 in	 the	
province.	Most	of	the	photographs	were	taken	by	Steffens-Colmer	Ltd.	of	Vancouver	and	have	
typed	captions	and	photographer	numbers	on	the	back.	The	photographs	depict	the	following	
activities:	headquarters	and	staff	of	the	committee;	A.R.P.	firefighting	practical	training;	first	aid	
and	hospital	incident	practice;	A.R.P.	students	and	teams;	power	boat	squadrons,	ambulances,	
mobile	 canteens	and	other	equipment	and	public	 information	activities	 including	parades	and	
instruction	in	the	use	of	respirators	for	civilians.	

BC	Archives	outreach	and	consultation	trip	

In	January,	Emma	Wright	and	Genevieve	Weber	travelled	to	Campbell	River	and	Quadra	Island	to	conduct	
workshops/presentations	 on	 the	 BC	Archives	 to	 the	 public	 and	 to	 Indigenous	 community	 groups.	 (They	
planned	 to	 travel	 to	 Cortez	 Island	 as	 well	 but	 were	 forced	 to	 cancel	 due	 to	 inclement	 weather).	 The	
workshops	 were	 a	 success,	 with	 approximately	 60	 people	 in	 attendance	 over	 two	 days.	 They	 took	 this	
opportunity	 to	 also	 meet	 with	 descendants	 of	 Chief	 Billy	 Assu,	 one	 of	 the	 singers	 captured	 in	 the	 Ida	
Halpern	fonds,	 to	discuss	the	collection	and	 its	submission	to	the	UNESCO	Canada	Memory	of	the	World	
register.	The	BC	Archives	 intends	 to	visit	other	 communities	 in	 the	near	 future	as	a	way	to	 reach	out	to	
British	Columbian	communities	and	build	awareness	of	the	Archives	and	its	resources.		
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Recent	Events	
	
March	18,	2018	
The	Sights	and	Sounds	of	Carnival	Week,	1913	
	
In	 this	 engaging,	 multi-media	 presentation,	 Allen	 Specht,	 a	 retired	 BC	 Archivist	 and	 FBCA	 member,	
described	an	extravaganza	hosted	by	 the	City	of	Victoria	during	 the	 first	week	of	August	1913.	Arguably	
one	of	Victoria’s	grandest	celebrations,	this	flamboyant	carnival	combined	water	and	land	sports,	parades,	
street	parties,	circus	rides,	airplane	demonstrations	and	balloon	ascensions,	visiting	warships,	plus	musical	
concerts	 and	 balls.	 As	 Allen	 explained,	 the	 Carnival	 was	 a	 vehicle	 for	 local	 boosters	 and	 imperial	
enthusiasts.	 Allen	 illustrated	 his	 presentation	 with	 contemporary	 newspaper	 photos	 and	 stories	 from	
collections	in	the	Legislative	Library.	He	also	treated	us	with	a	recording	of	the	1913	Carnival	March.	That	
musical	 piece	 was	 performed	 and	 recorded	 last	 year	 by	 the	 Greater	 Victoria	 Concert	 Band.	 Allen	 is	 a	
member	of	the	Band	and	was	instrumental	(no	pun	intended)	in	reviving	the	Carnival	March.	In	the	course	
of	researching	context	for	the	musical	number,	Allen	unveiled	a	much	larger	tapestry	of	the	Carnival	itself.	
	
April	15,	2018	
BC	Adventures	with	‘The	Millionaire	Kid’	
	
Dennis	Duffy,	a	retired	BC	Archivist,	first	spoke	to	the	Friends	in	November	2001	in	a	presentation	entitled	
“Imaginary	Landscapes,”	wherein	he	showed	excerpts	from	BC	government	tourism	films	from	the	1940s	
and	1950s.	This	was	the	first	of	Dennis’	acclaimed	presentations.	He	was	our	guest	speaker	in	2002,	2008,	
and	2012	and	there	was	a	large	and	appreciative	audience	on	each	occasion.	And	so	it	was	again	on	April	
15th,	when	Dennis	gave	a	presentation	about	an	amateur	film	maker,	Joseph	J.	(Joe)	Jackson,	a	fellow	once	
known	 as	 ‘The	 Millionaire	 Kid’	 because	 of	 his	 success	 in	 mining	 enterprises	 in	 the	 Stikine	 and	 Cassiar	
regions	of	northern	BC.	Joe	and	his	wife	Lil	later	operated	the	Lil-Joe	Fishing	Lodge	in	the	Coquihalla	district	
on	 the	 Kettle	 Valley	 Railway.	Wherever	 he	went,	 Joe	 recorded	 his	 environments	 and	 escapades	with	 a	
movie	camera.	His	film	footage	has	been	preserved	in	the	BC	Archives.	Dennis	provided	a	delightful	‘colour	
commentary’	 on	 Joe	 Jackson’s	 silent,	 black	 and	 white	 films.	 Informative	 and	 entertaining,	 Dennis’	
commentary	 prompted	 lots	 of	 questions	 from	 the	 audience.	 Thanks	 to	 BC	 Archivist	 Katey	Watson	who	
assisted	with	the	technical	elements	of	this	audio-visual	presentation.	
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The	“Old	MSS.”	Catalogue	Classification	at	the	BC	Archives	
Frederike	Verspoor,	Archivist,	Royal	BC	Museum	&	Archives	
	
From	about	 the	mid-1930s	 to	 the	early	1970s	a	 system	of	 cataloguing	 textual	 records	was	 in	 use	at	 the	
Provincial	Archives	of	British	Columbia	(PABC).	It	was	an	in-house	classification	system	based	on	the	model	
of	 library	 subject	 classification	 systems	 including	 subdivisions	 and	 Cutter	 alphanumeric	 numbers	 (main	
entry/author).	 These	classification	numbers	 can	be	found	on	 the	cards	 in	 the	“Government	Records	and	
Historical	Manuscripts	Catalogue	#1	(Old	System),”	also	known	as	the		“Old	MSS”	card	catalogue.	

In	 the	 example	 shown	 below	 “C”	 =	 Government	 records.	 “AA”	 =	 Colony	 of	 Vancouver	 Island,	 “10”	 =	
Governor,	“6”	presumably	has	something	to	do	with	finance,	and	1	is	the	first	item	under	this	classification	
number.	

	

With	a	 few	exceptions,	those	records	with	Old	MSS	numbers	are	not	described	in	AtoM,	only	 in	the	card	
catalogue,	although	 the	numbers	 themselves	may	 be	 found,	usually	 in	 the	Notes	 section	 of	 a	PR	 (fonds	
level)	 description.	 A	 number	 of	 records	 originally	 catalogued	 under	 the	 Old	 MSS	 system	 have	 been	
converted	to	GR	or	MS	numbers.			

The	old	cards	have	either	been	removed	or	a	notation	has	been	made	on	the	card.	Some	cards	have	been	
missed	however,	e.g.	for	the	records	classified	under	A/E/Or3	(Early	exploration:	fur	trade/Private	papers	
relating	to	fur	trade	–	collections/O’Reilly)	and	A/E/C86	(Early	exploration:	fur	trade/Private	papers	relating	
to	fur	trade	–	collections/Crease).	

The	finding	aids	for	more	recently	converted	records	usually	provide	the	old	manuscript	numbers,	should	
you	 have	 an	 old	 citation.	 	 Sometimes	 it	 is	 possible	 to	 search	 our	 database	 for	 old	 file	 numbers,	 e.g.	
“A/E/C86/C86.1”	but	not	if	file/item	level	descriptions	are	only	to	be	found	in	the	pdf	finding	aid,	e.g.	GR-
2894,	previously	part	of	A/E/OR3/.	In	that	case,	either	search	on	the	first	3	levels	–	“A/E/OR3/’	–	or	search	
for	the	specific	file	number	on	Google,	e.g.	"A/E/OR3/H383",	which	will	yield	a	link	to	the	pdf.		Quotation	
marks	should	be	used.		Note	that	an	Old	MSS	record	series	can	be	split	into	two	or	more	GR	or	MS	series.		
A/E/OR3/	for	example	became	4	separate	MS	series.	

Older	 conversions	 often	 did	 not	 provide	 the	Old	MSS	 number	 as	 part	 of	 the	 record	 description	 but	 the	
information	was	recorded	on	internal	documentation	(the	shelf	list	card)	so	staff	can	track	down	the	MS	or	
GR	number	assigned	to	these	conversions.	
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The	“Old	MSS.”	Catalogue	Classification	at	the	BC	Archives	(continued)	
	
At	the	Reference	Desk	there	 is	a	binder	with	the	“classes”	and	the	breakdown	within	each	class	that	can	
help	researchers	decipher	the	system.	The	binder	is	–	in	addition	to	explaining	the	Old	MSS	numbers	–	an	
interesting	insight	into	what	records	the	PABC	was	dealing	with	and	how	they	were	perceived.	

The	top	level	classes	were:	

A			 Early	exploration:	fur	trade	
B		 Douglas	collection	
C		 Government	records	[B.C.]	
D		 [Government	records	–	Canada	and	other	countries]	
E			 Private	papers	
F			 Indians	
G			 Geography	and	history	by	place	
H			 Churches	and	missions	
I			 Industries	and	resources	
J		 Transportation,	communication	
K		 Government	and	administration,	politics	
L		 Labouring	and	labouring	classes,	trade	unions,	strikes	and	lockouts	
M			 Miscellaneous	
N			 Social	services,	patriotic	
O			 Military	and	naval	history	and	establishments	
P			 Corporations,	companies,	public	utilities	
Q			 Associations	and	organizations	
R			 Recreational	and	athletic	
S			 [Printed	material	–	literature,	newspapers,	cards,	sheet	music,	radio	&	TV	scripts,	etc.]	
W		 Biography	
Z			 Association	items	
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Royal	BC	Museum	&	Archives	Purchases	Painting	by	Artist	Grafton	Tyler	Brown	

	
The	Royal	 BC	Museum	&	Archives	 has	 acquired	 an	 important	 landscape	 painting,	 a	work	 of	 artistic	 and	
historical	 significance	 to	 British	 Columbians.	With	 the	 recent	 purchase	 of	Giant’s	 Castle	Mountain:	 A.	 L.	
Fortune	Farm,	Enderby,	BC	Oct	6,	1882,	the	Royal	BC	Museum	now	holds	the	greatest	number	and	most	
significant	of	Grafton	Tyler	Brown’s	Canadian	works	in	the	world.		

Grafton	Tyler	Brown	(1841-1918)	was	a	painter,	lithographer	and	cartographer,	the	first	African	American	
artist	to	create	works	depicting	the	Pacific	Northwest,	California	and	British	Columbia.	In	1883,	he	made	22	
paintings	of	BC	in	his	Victoria	studio,	based	on	drawings	made	during	a	geological	survey	into	the	southern	
interior	of	the	province.	Giant’s	Castle	Mountain	is	one	such	product	of	the	expedition.	

The	painting	depicts	Fortune’s	 farmstead	on	 the	edge	of	a	 forest,	 the	agrarian	 foreground	dwarfed	by	a	
looming	mountain.	Dr.	John	Lutz	of	the	University	of	Victoria,	a	Brown	authority,	has	deemed	this	work	the	
most	 important	of	Brown’s	BC	paintings.	Lutz	provides	historical	context	 for	Fortune’s	ranch,	noting	that	
Fortune	was	 “a	major	historical	 figure	 in	 the	Okanagan	as	well	 as	one	 of	 the	Overlanders	 in	1862.”	The	
Overlanders	 were	 a	 group	 who	 walked	 from	 the	 Prairies—over	 the	 Rocky	 Mountains—to	 the	 Cariboo	
goldfields.	Fortune	was	among	the	early	settlers	in	the	North	Okanagan	region	who	pre-empted	land	near	
what	 became	 Enderby.	 (“Pre-emption”	was	 a	method	of	 acquiring	 provincial	 Crown	 land	 for	 settlement	
and	 agriculture;	 the	 BC	 Archives	 holds	 a	 research	 guide	 about	 BC	 pre-emption	 records:	
https://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/assets/Pre-emptions_homesteads_quick_guide.pdf.)	

The	BC	Archives	already	holds	in	its	collection	Brown’s	BC	catalogue	and	a	rare	portrait.		Only	10	of	Brown’s	
other	Canadian	works	are	accounted	for	in	public	and	private	collections.	The	Royal	BC	Museum	purchased	
the	painting	in	March,	2018,	for	$44,000	from	Uno	Langmann	Fine	Art	Ltd.,	with	funds	from	the	Royal	BC	
Museum	Foundation.		

The	Friends	of	the	BC	Archives	was	pleased	to	support	this	acquisition	with	financial	support	in	the	amount	
of	$5,000.	The	FBCA	 looks	forward	to	providing	an	opportunity	 for	the	Friends’	membership	to	view	this	
important	work.	
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FBCA	Member	Benefits	–	BC	History	Magazine	
 

One	of	the	perks	of	membership	in	the	Friends	of	the	BC	Archives	is	an	opportunity	to	subscribe	to	British	
Columbia	 History	 magazine	 at	 a	 reduced	 price	 of	 just	 $20.	 This	 award-winning	 illustrated	 magazine	 is	
published	 by	 the	 British	 Columbia	 Historical	 Federation	 four	 times	 a	 year.	 Typically,	 it	 includes	 about	 a	
dozen	articles,	along	with	book	reviews	and	a	section	devoted	to	Archives	&	Archivists.		

The	 newsstand	 price	 of	British	 Columbia	History	 is	 $7.50	 plus	 taxes,	 so	 four	 issues	would	 normally	 cost	
about	 $32.	 FBCA	 members	 enjoy	 real	 savings	 by	 adding	 a	 magazine	 subscription	 to	 their	 annual	
membership	fee.	The	current	issue	(Spring	2018)	is	a	special	issue	on	the	history	of	schools	in	BC.	You	can	
view	a	preview	here:	https://www.bchistory.ca/british-columbia-history-spring-2018-sneak-peek/	
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Friends of the BC Archives (FBCA) 
Membership & Donation Form 

 
 I wish to become a member of the FBCA 

 
 I wish to renew my membership in the FBCA 

 
Name:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
  
City and Province/State:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Postal Code:__________________ 
 
Phone:______________________ 
 
Email:_______________________ 
 
Membership Fees  
Student (full time) $15   
Senior (60 plus) $15   

Individual $20   

Family $30   

Corporation or Institution $50    

Donation:__________ 
The Friends of the British Columbia Archives Society is a registered charity. All donations of $15 or more, 
beyond membership fees, are tax deductible. A separate receipt will follow. 
 
Add a subscription to British Columbia History, a quarterly magazine published by the British 
Columbia Historical Federation. Special discount price to FBCA members, $20. [The newsstand 
price of this illustrated magazine is $7.50 per  issue, without taxes.]  
 
One (1) year subscription to British Columbia History (to addresses in Canada):  
 
TOTAL:_______________  

Please make cheques payable to 
 “Friends of the British Columbia Archives.”  

Send with form to: 
 

Friends of the British Columbia Archives 
c/o BC Archives 

Royal British Columbia Museum 
675 Belleville St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 9W2 


