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Upcoming Events 
 
February 18th 
Fernie at War, 1914 – 1919: An archival journey 
Guest Speaker: Wayne Norton 
 
The small East Kootenay city of Fernie entered the First World War with optimism and a sense of national 
pride. It emerged five years later having experienced misfortune, deep wartime losses, and controversies that 
threatened to tear the community apart. The wartime experience of Fernie was more dramatic and revealing 
of underlying national tensions than that of any other Canadian community, Wayne Norton argues in his 
new book, Fernie at War, 1914-1919. 
 
The author of eight books on BC and prairie history, and many articles in historical journals, Mr. Norton will 
discuss the research behind his latest book and the archival journeys he took for some earlier publications. 
Copies of Fernie at War, 1914-1919 will be available to purchase after the presentation. 
 
March 18th  
The Sights and Sounds of Carnival Week, 1913  
Guest Speaker: Allen Specht 
 
In March, Allen Specht will explore a carnival hosted by the City of Victoria during the first week of August 
1913. Arguably Victoria’s grandest celebration, it combined water and land sports, parades, street parties, 
circus rides, airplane demonstrations and balloon ascensions, visiting warships, plus musical concerts and 
balls. During Carnival Week 1913, we see Victoria in a festive mood, yet serious about asserting its place in 
the British Empire.  

In this presentation, we will experience Carnival Week with visual images and sound recordings. Before he 
retired from the BC Archives, Allen specialized in archival sound recordings and was an editor of the 
Archives’ acclaimed Sound Heritage series of publications. Since retiring, he has researched aspects of 
Victoria’s social history and shared his discoveries with the FBCA on previous occasions. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
April 15th  
BC Adventures with ‘The Millionaire’ Kid 
Guest Speaker: Dennis J. Duffy 
 
Joseph J. Jackson (1895-1972) was a cook, prospector, miner and lodge proprietor, as well as a talented 
storyteller and amateur filmmaker. In the 1920s, he prospected and mined in the Alaska panhandle and 
became known as “The Millionaire Kid.” During the 1930s, Jackson turned his prospecting skills to the 
Stikine and Cassiar regions of northern BC, and later he operated the Lil-Joe Fishing Lodge on the Kettle 
Valley Railway. Preserved by the BC Archives, Jackson’s fascinating home movies document river, air, and 
rail travel; placer mining with hand-built equipment; sport fishing, isolated communities, and outdoor life. 
Retired archivist and film historian Dennis J. Duffy has edited five short digital movies from this remarkable 
footage. Dennis will provide a live ‘colour commentary’ for Joe’s black-and- white films.  
 
May 20th  
Spatial History: Locating Early Settlers in the Cowichan Valley 
Guest Speaker: Jim Ward 
 
In this presentation, historical geographer Jim Ward will demonstrate how he identified and located colonial 
settlers in the southern Cowichan Valley with a geographical information system [GIS]. He will discuss the 
context of his project, with reference to the settler process on Vancouver Island, colonial pre-emption laws, 
the 1862 Cowichan Expedition, and pioneer transportation routes. He will demonstrate an outcome of his 
research project, a dynamic ArcGIS map of early landowners. 
 

FBCA Website & Email Update 
We have made some changes to our website and online contact information. Members, and potential 
members, can now fill out an online form for membership, renewals, and donations.  
 
This is a digital version of the previous form that required members to mail (or drop off) their form. As well, 
we can now accept e-transfers as payment. With the creation of an online form and the e-transfer option, you 
can now renew your membership online – no printing, no envelopes, no stamps!  
 
The FBCA has also established a new email where you can contact us: info@FriendsBCArchives.ca 

 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Recent Events 
November 19, 2017 
Finding Conflict in the Archive: Researching the Great Land Grab on Vancouver Island 

The Esquimalt & Nanaimo (E&N) Railway Company received a 1.9 million acre land grant in 1887 that 
continues to impact Vancouver Island residents today. As Dr. Kelly Black explained in his intriguing 
presentation, he was motivated to study the E&N land grant to better understand contemporary controversies 
over the grant and how modern forestry companies acquired vast tracts of land on Vancouver Island. Over 
1.4 million acres from the grant are currently owned by two privately managed forestry companies. 

Dr. Black led the audience through the origins of the grant, the 1884 terms of the Settlement Act (notably the 
granting of mineral rights, including coal), as well as subsequent Commissions of Inquiry that examined the 
rights of settlers who were living in the affected area prior to the land grant. The BC Archives preserves 
testimonials from Vancouver Island settlers who claimed ownership of property and mineral rights within 
the land grant, based on occupation and development of farms, etc. Several examples were highlighted and 
evidence ranged from professionally produced to hand-drawn maps. In some cases a chain of title was 
established based on information from neighbours or personal memory. 

As Dr. Black pointed out, allowing settlers to demonstrate improvements and occupation using oral history 
was contrary to the government’s treatment of First Nations land title claims. The 2016 Snuneymuxw First 
Nation settlement for reserve lands alienated by the Settlement Act is one example of the impact “The Great 
Land Grab” had on First Nations rights and title. At the end of his talk, Dr. Kelly Black answered many 
questions from the audience who also expressed appreciation for his engaging presentation style. 

- Aimee Greenaway 

Oak Bay Celebrates Heritage Week 

Tuesday Feb 20, 2018 
10am to 3pm at the Oak Bay Municipal Hall 
 
Please join Oak Bay Heritage and the Oak Bay Archives on Tuesday, February 20th 2018 at the Oak Bay 

Municipal Hall to celebrate Heritage Week in Oak Bay! 

• Treasures from Oak Bay Archives on display 
• Behind-the-scenes tours of the Archives 
• Free heritage walking tours of Oak Bay Village led by historian John Adams, leaving at 11am & 12:30pm 
• Everyone welcome 
• Refreshments will be served  

For more information visit https://www.oakbay.ca/our-community/archives 
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Recent Events 
 
January 21, 2018
The Franz Boas Papers: (Re)assessing Archival Documents 
 
For our first talk of 2018, Angie Bain introduced the audience to the Franz Boas Papers project. Bain, a 
historical researcher with the Union of BC Indian Chiefs, noted that she was drawn to the digitization, 
analysis, and publication project for one primary reason: increased access. The project is concerned with all 
of the famous anthropologist’s documents, the majority of which are held by the American Philosophical 
Society. Boas worked in British Columbia during the late 1880s and 1890s and of particular interest to 
Bain’s work was his work and correspondence with ethnographer and Spences Bridge resident James Teit.  

Using archival examples, Bain demonstrated the importance of understanding Boas and Teit’s work with 
Indigenous peoples in its entirety.  For example, she explained that Teit’s studies of First Nation territories 
were regularly updated and that to base present-day research on an earlier version of his work would mean 
misrepresenting both the ethnographer and the people he studied.  

As the talk concluded, audience members were reminded of how important access to archival records can be, 
especially in cases where the cultural practices and worldviews of Indigenous peoples were documented 
before colonialism tried to take them away.  Through access and scholarship, Angie Bain and the Franz Boas 
Papers Project are make it possible for Indigenous communities to reclaim what was already theirs.   

- Dr. Kelly Black 

For the first time, the Friends attempted to stream this event online. You can watch most of Angie Bain’s talk 
here: https://twitter.com/FBCArchives/status/955207164548673536 Unfortunately due to technical glitches 
only about half of the talk was recorded, but we hope to do better in the future! 
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Friends  of  the  BC  Archives  (FBCA)  
Membership  &  Donation  Form  

Please  check  one:  
  
  I  wish  to  become  a  member  of  the  FBCA  

  
  I  wish  to  renew  my  membership  in  the  FBCA  

  
Name:____________________________________________________________________
_  
  
Address:__________________________________________________________________
_  
  
City:______________________________________________________________________  
  
Province/State:________________  
  
Postal  Code:__________________  
  
Phone:______________________  
  
Email:_______________________  
  
Membership  Fees    
Student  (full  time)  $15       
Senior  (60  plus)  $15       

Individual  $20       

Family  $30       

Corporation  or  Institution  $50          

Donation:__________  
The  FBCA  is  a  registered  charity.  All  donations  beyond  membership  fees  are  tax  deductible.  
  
TOTAL:____________    

Please  make  cheques  payable  to  
  “Friends  of  the  British  Columbia  Archives.”    

Send  to:  
  

Friends  of  the  British  Columbia  Archives  
c/o  BC  Archives  

Royal  British  Columbia  Museum  
675  Belleville  St.  Victoria,  B.C.  V8W  9W2  


