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Membership Renewals Now Due 

Next month, classes begin in our schools, colleges, and universities. But September is also a time of 

renewal for members of our non-profit society. Please send us a cheque to renew your membership 

for 2017/2018, or bring cheque or cash to our next meeting on September 17th. And, if you have a 

friend or family member who would like to be a Friend of the BC Archives, please bring them along 

to one of our next events and encourage them to join! A renewal form can be found at the end of this 

newsletter or on our website. 

 

Terry Reksten Memorial Fund: 2017 Recipients  

This year, we had a large number of applications, in part because we advertised the grant on social 

media and among institutional members of the Archives Association of BC, the BC Historical 

Federation, and the BC Museums Association. After careful consideration, we awarded grants of 

$1,000 each to the Simpcw First Nations Archives and the Museum at Campbell River. The 

Simpcw First Nations Archives, in Barriere, BC, intends to purchase archival supplies that will help 

to organize and preserve its photograph collection; at Campbell River, the Archives Research Centre 

at the Museum will utilize the grant to digitize a selection of aural histories that were originally 

recorded on now-obsolete tapes. Congratulations to the recipients and thank-you to all who applied! 
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Terry Reksten Memorial Fund Report:  
Bamfield Historical Society (2016 recipient) 

Last year, we awarded grants of $1,000 each to 

the Cortes Island Museum and Archives 

Society and to the Bamfield Historical Society 

(BHS). We published a report on the 

completion of the Cortes Island project in our 

March newsletter. The BHS completed its 

project in June. With a grant from the Terry 

Reksten Memorial Fund, the BHS purchased 

acid-free archival storage boxes, which enabled it “to better organize and secure our community’s 

archival material.” The BHS report expressed “gratitude to the Friends of the British Columbia 

Archives” for the grant. In sending her report, Heather Cooper, chair of the BHS, mentioned that the 

boxes arrived in Bamfield via the coastal freighter and “mail boat,” Francis Barkley. She enclosed a 

photo of volunteers Rose and John picking up the boxes from the Bamfield post office. 

 

 

Documentary Heritage Communities Program 
Application 

As mentioned in our last newsletter, we submitted an 

application to a program, DHCP, that is administered by 

Library and Archives Canada. We applied for a grant that 

would defray the cost of digitizing several thousand audio 

recordings in the RBCM’s Ethnology collection. We learned in 

May that our application was not successful. Unfortunately, we 

were ineligible as we (FBCA) do not own the tapes and the 

custodian of the tapes, the RBCM, is a Crown corporation. 

Government agencies, including Crown corporations, are not 

eligible for DHCP funds. However, the DHCP grants officer 

encouraged us to apply for the next round of funds and offered 

to help with the process. 

 

 

Do you follow us on 

social media? 

Check us out on Twitter 

and Facebook for regular 

updates and interesting 

archive-related news! 

Twitter: @FBCArchives 

FB: Friends BC Archives 
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Upcoming FBCA Events 

September 17th 

Paths to the Past: How British Columbians Learned History by the Road, 1920-1970 

Dr. Ben Bradley, a research fellow in History at the University of Alberta, will provide an illustrated 

talk based on his brand-new book, British Columbia by the Road: Car Culture and the Making of a 

Modern Landscape (UBC Press, 2017). In the book, he argues that “boosters, businessmen, 

conservationists, and public servants manipulated what drivers and passengers could and should 

view from the comfort of their vehicles.” In his presentation to the Friends, he’ll discuss themes of 

public history and the popularization of BC history in the mid-twentieth century. Ben is an 

excellent public speaker and his talk will be engaging. What’s more, he’s bringing paperback 

copies of his book to our event. Since UBC Press will not be releasing the paperback edition until 

October, this will be a great opportunity for FBCA members to purchase advance copies of the 

book. 

 

October 15th 

The Movies of Joseph J. Jackson, c. 1933-1947 

Retired archivist and BC film historian Dennis J. Duffy will present a talk based on home movie 

footage by Joseph J. Jackson, a remarkable amateur photographer who worked in the Stikine-

Cassiar district and Coquihalla area in the 1930s and 1940s. Dennis will be talking about “Mr. 

Jackson’s interesting life and career” and providing “colour commentary” on a selection of “black-

and-white (silent) films.” Dennis has given talks to the Friends in the past on BC travelogues and 

films. His forthcoming presentation will follow our annual general meeting. 

 

November 19th 

“I want nothing but the best” – beer! 

Greg Evans, Esquimalt archivist and expert on the history of brewing in BC, will give an illustrated 

talk based on research for his forthcoming book (to be published by the RBCM later this year) on 

this history of BC’s brewing industry. In his presentation, he will “explore the industry from coastal 

cities to the mining metropolis of the Interior, from the frigid north to the ghost towns of today.” 
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Puzzle Pieces Found with Acquisition of Munday Negatives 
- Don Bourdon, Curator, Images and Paintings Royal BC Museum and Archives 
 
With generous financial support from the Friends, the BC Archives recently acquired the missing pieces of a 

puzzle. As a teen, Phyllis James photographed family, friends and events in booming Vancouver prior to the 

Great War. As an adult, Phyllis (1894-1990) became a renowned mountaineer alongside husband Don Munday 

(1890-1950). She was awarded the Order of Canada in 1972 for her work with the Girl Guides of Canada and St. 

John Ambulance, as well as for her mountaineering career; Phyllis Munday made nearly 100 ascents, including 

40 first ascents, and was among the first women to climb Mount Robson. 

The Mundays left a “mountain” of records 

preserved in the BC Archives but, strangely, 

few photographs from Phyllis’s youth 

seemed to have survived. Now, a trove of 

her circa 1909-1913 photographs – 34 files 

containing 324 original flexible film 

negatives – have been purchased from a 

collector who spotted the intact group at a 

collectibles fair. With the Friends’ support, 

this accession helps to complete the 

Munday family fonds. These photographs now form part of PR-0511. Dr. Kathryn Bridge, author of A Passion 

for Mountains: The Lives of Don and Phyllis Munday (2006) and Phyllis Munday: Mountaineer (2002) enthused 

that these negatives 

reveal the childhood, adolescence and early adulthood of BC’s premier female mountaineer and are 
not duplicated in the material already held, but indeed complement the records, covering events only 
previously documented in audio interviews. The James family and friends are the subjects of the 
photographs. In some cases Phyl is in the shot, in others she clearly is the photographer. The images 
include the only known images of Phyl’s growing up years in the Kootenays and the family’s early 
years in Vancouver (2 different houses). The group shots show her parents clearly for the first time, 
and also her young brother and sister. Tennis shots appear to be at the Brockton Point courts where 
Phyl’s dad was a trophy winner. Phyl registered herself and her sister as boy scouts along with her 
brother because there was no girl guides program yet. I’ve never seen photographic evidence of this 
until now. 
 

Munday was a prolific photographer. Researchers will use her early photographs to explore Munday's 

formative outdoor activities and her view of family, friends and the emerging city. The photographs provide 

insights into how youth used photography at a time when it was still considered the preserve of adults. 

Thanks to the Friends of the BC Archives, a puzzle has been solved. 

Phyllis Munday, left, and companions, circa 1910 
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Recent FBCA Events 

On April 23rd we enjoyed a presentation entitled “The Sustainability Dilemma in British Columbia.” The 

presentation was made by two of our members, Bob Griffin, a former curator of Modern History at the 

RBCM, and Rick Rajala, a historian at the University of Victoria. They drew on their recent book, The 

Sustainability Dilemma: Essays on British Columbia Forest and Environmental History (2016), and described 

how forest management policies adversely affected lakes, rivers, and salmon habitats from the 1950s to the 

mid-1980s. Bob provided a context and overview, while Rick provided detailed examples of environmental 

damage caused by log driving on the Stellako River near Prince George and clearcuts on Riley Creek on 

Haida Gwaii. Their illustrated talk was appreciated by a knowledgeable audience. Afterwards, they 

answered questions about misguided policies in the past and the challenge of achieving sustainability for 

natural resources in the future. 

 

On May 21st, Emma Wright, Archives Manager at the Royal BC Museum, provided an introduction to the 

RBCM’s current thematic exhibition, Family: Bonds and Belonging (which opened on June 2nd and runs to 

the end of October). She described records in the BC Archives that are invaluable for genealogical research, 

and offered some tips for novice family historians. Emma, who is also a member of the Friends, treated an 

enthusiastic audience with a preview of a very moving film, made for the Archives entitled, "What's Your 

Story?" The film documents a search by Dr. Evan Adams, an Archives user, and Head of the First Nations 

Health Authority, who was able to reconstruct some of his family’s history with the assistance of archives 

staff and a diverse range of records. The film is posted on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkcBhHYhMuA 

 

We don’t usually hold events in June, but this year we broke with tradition and possibly started a new one 

when we held a BC History Quiz at the James Bay Inn pub on June 14th We had a good turnout and lots of 

fun, as the quizmaster posed questions about historical events (What sparked riots in Victoria in May 

1915?), people (Who was the first elected female MLA?), and activities (If you played on a team called 

Vancouver Asahi, what is your sport?) The RBCM provided some great door prizes and the JBI provided gift 

certificates to the winning team. The JBI pub staff treated us royally. Thanks to FBCA members and other 

friends who contributed questions for the quiz. We have a cache of questions that we can use next year! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkcBhHYhMuA
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Friends of the BC Archives (FBCA) 
Membership & Donation Form 

Please check one: 
 

 I wish to become a member of the FBCA 
 

 I wish to renew my membership in the FBCA 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:___________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
City:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Province/State:________________ 
 
Postal Code:__________________ 
 
Phone:______________________ 
 
Email:_______________________ 
 
Membership Fees  
 
Student (full time) $15   

Senior (60 plus) $15   

Individual $20   

Family $30   

Corporation or Institution $50   

One (1) year subscription to British Columbia History (quarterly magazine published 
by the BC Historical Federation): Address in Canada ($20)   USA ($32)   Other 
countries ($44)  
  
Donation:__________ 
The FBCA is a registered charity. All donations beyond membership fees are tax deductible. 

 
TOTAL:____________  

Please make cheques payable to 
“Friends of the British Columbia Archives” 

Send to: 
 

Friends of the British Columbia Archives 
c/o BC Archives 

Royal British Columbia Museum 
675 Belleville St. Victoria, BC, V8W 9W2 


