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-- Patrick Dunae, FBCA President 

The Sound and Video Station is a new addition in the 

Reference Room of the BC Archives. The station runs 

on a dedicated computer with a 3 terabyte hard drive, 

which is loaded with nearly 700 audio files [MP3s] 

and about 400 video files [MP4s]. The files are copies 

of audio/visual records (taped interviews, radio 

broadcasts, travelogues, industrial films, etc.) that have been digitized over the years for 

researchers. Due to copyright concerns, most of these files have not been posted online and so are 

only available to researchers on this stand-alone station. It’s a great place for browsing material 

from the Sound and Moving Image collection - and it’s easy to use! Files are listed on a Microsoft 

Excel worksheet on the monitor desktop. The list provides a reference number, title, date of 

creation, and running time for each item. In a separate 

file, the reference numbers are linked to MP3 and MP4 

files, which open with the simple click of a mouse. For 

example, researchers can listen to a popular CKWX radio 

program from 1954 entitled “Friday night Parade of Hits,” 

or they can enjoy a documentary film made by the BC 

Department of Highways between 1955 and 1957 on the 

construction of the Deas Island Tunnel. The image (right) 

shows the opening frame of a travelogue on the Penticton 

Peach Festival and Rodeo, 1949-1951. The BC 

Government Travel Bureau made the film with assistance 

from Lew Parry Film Productions. This film is described in an essential reference book, Camera 

West: British Columbia on film, 1941-1965, written by Dennis J. Duffy, who recently retired from the 

BC Archives. The book was published in 1986 and is catalogued in the BC Archives’ Library 

Collection. 

New Reference Room Sound & Video Station 

A screenshot of the film “Peachtime in 
the Valley” (Item AAAA2354/RBCM&A). 
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Ann ten Cate, our friend and facilitator, is retiring from the Royal BC Museum / BC Archives at the 

end of March 2017. Researchers will miss her cheerful guidance in the Archives’ Reference Room. 

But happily for us, Ann will remain a member of the Friends of the BC Archives (FBCA). 

 

Ann joined the staff of the BC Archives as a reference 

archivist in 1990 and she succeeded Fran Gundry as the BC 

Archives representative on the FBCA board in 2002. Since 

then, Ann has assisted the Friends in countless ways. She 

has supervised FBCA members in engrossing volunteer 

projects and helped to organize and promote our public 

programs. As well, she has conducted workshops and made 

presentations to our members on a variety of topics. For 

example, two years ago (March 2015), she gave a 

fascinating talk on how the archives and museum created a 

blockbuster exhibit on gold rushes in BC. 

 

During the past fifteen years, Ann has shared her time and 

expertise, and provided assistance and encouragement to 

our organization. At our public event on March 19th, we thanked her sincerely for her contributions. 

As a token of our appreciation, we presented her with a bouquet of flowers and the hardcover 

edition of Treasures of the Royal British Columbia Museum and Archives. We also gave her an Honorary 

Lifetime Membership in the FBCA. We look forward to seeing her at our events for years to come. 

Meantime, we extend our very best wishes to Ann on her retirement. 

Best Wishes for a Friend 

Thank-you, Ann! 
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Documentary Heritage Communities Program application 
-- Patrick Dunae, FBCA President 

This January the FBCA submitted a grant application to the Documentary Heritage Communities 

Program (DHCP) administered by Library and Archives Canada. The DHCP provides financial 

assistance for projects that “increase access to, and awareness of Canada’s local documentary 

heritage institutions and their holdings,” and projects that “increase the capacity of local 

documentary heritage institutions to better sustain and preserve Canada’s documentary heritage.” 

As a non-profit society, the FBCA is eligible for this program, whereas government agencies and 

crown corporations, such as the Royal BC Museum and Archives, are not. The title of our project is: 

“First Nations Audio Collection Digitization Project.” We requested a $130,000 grant for a two-year 

project that would describe and digitize over 2,000 audio recordings in the RBCM’s Ethnology 

department. If the application is successful, the FBCA will manage the funds in conjunction with the 

RBCM and its contractors, provide volunteer time for oversight of the project, and assist with First 

Nations communities who will be reviewing the recordings. The application was largely prepared by 

a RBCM consultant; however, our editor (Kelly Black) provided input and our treasurer (Ron Greene) 

provided copies of financial statements and other supporting documents. Archives Manager Emma 

Wright, and her colleagues at the RBCM, also helped with this initiative. Library and Archives 

Canada aims to inform applicants of its funding decisions within 11 weeks of the closing date of 

competitions such as the DHCP, so we should have information by mid-April.  

Upcoming FBCA Events 

April 23rd: The Sustainability Dilemma in British Columbia 
Bob Griffin, a former curator of Modern History at the RBCM, and Rick Rajala, a historian at the 
University of Victoria, will talk about their recent book, The Sustainability Dilemma (2016). In this 
book, which is published by the Royal BC Museum, they “delve into two of the more controversial 
issues British Columbians have faced over the past 60 years – the management of our forest 
industry and its impact on our freshwater ecosystems.” Our guest speakers will explain how they 
arrived at the topic and how they utilized material in the BC Archives in their research. They will 
discuss their findings and conclusions and share their thoughts on achieving sustainable natural 
resources for the future.  
 
May 21st: Family: Bonds & Belonging – Finding Family at the BC Archives 
Emma Wright, Archives Manager at the Royal BC Museum, will talk about the upcoming exhibition 
'Family: Bonds and Belonging' (which opens on 2 June), and the exciting events, online programs 
and resources focussing on family history research, you can look forward to from Archives that 
will be taking place in conjunction with the exhibition. The talk will touch upon the records and 
resources available for genealogical research at the Archives, and tips for getting started when 
delving into your family history and exploring familial connections. 
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Recent FBCA Events 

January 15th - Sannich Remembers: Community, Memory, & Commemoration  
-- Patricia Dirks, FBCA Board Member 

At our first talk of 2017, FBCA members and the public were treated to an engaging account of the 

origins, development, and future of the 1917 Saanich Honour Roll project. Kerri Ward, Archives 

Specialist with the Saanich Municipal Archives, presented on the project which she noted began 

under the direction of Caroline Duncan who was the Archivist for Saanich before taking up her 

current position at the Oak Bay Archives. 

The donation to the Saanich Archives of a photography collection that had belonged to Annie 

Girling, a longtime Saanich resident who had two brothers in the First World War, prompted 

Caroline Duncan to look more closely at the Saanich Honour Roll which commemorated First World 

War veterans from the municipality. Donated to the newly formed Saanich Archives in 1986, the  

document had hung rather inconspicuously on the wall for many years. The roll contains the names 

of 355 of the estimated 800 Saanich men and at least four women who served in the war. Since the 

project to investigate the roll was launched in 2012, a permanent research file has been created for 

each veteran and, to date, 175 names have been researched. 

One of the most intriguing aspects of the talk were the stories she told about how documents and 

artifacts related to this project have found their way to the Saanich Archives. For example, one of 

the complementary events generated by the project was a lecture by Sylvia Van Kirk who is writing a 

book about Muggins, a Saanich dog who was a renowned fundraiser for the Red Cross in Victoria 

during the war. A great niece of Muggins’ owner attended this lecture and subsequently donated 

photographs and many of the medals Muggins had been awarded to the Saanich Archives. 

In another instance, the granddaughter of Richard Grenville Rice, an artist from Saanich who is on 

the Honour Roll and, indeed, had begun to design it in 1916 before going overseas, telephoned 

Caroline Duncan after learning about the project. Rice had moved to Seattle in the 1920s, 

prompting a trip by Duncan to Spokane, Washington last August to receive a donation of Rice’s 

uniform, service medals, dog tags, and cigarette case to the Saanich Archives 

In commemorating residents who served in the First World War, the Honour Roll project continues 

to enrich the community’s memory of those who left home for war. To learn more about this project, 

visit the Saanich Archives website: http://www.saanich.ca/EN/main/parks-recreation-

culture/archives/saanich-remembers-wwi.html 
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February 19th - The Royal City Music Project: Archives & the Golden Age of 
Rock & Roll in Victoria 
-- Caroline Duncan, FBCA Board Member 

It was standing room only for those still filing into the 

Newcombe Auditorium when music historian Glenn Parfitt 

began his much anticipated presentation on Victoria’s 

Golden Age of Rock & Roll. Following years in the music 

business as a club manager, agent, and promoter, Parfitt 

began documenting Victoria’s early music scene in 2002 

with his website the Royal City Music Project.  Featuring 

thousands of historical images and hundreds of audio and 

video files, the site provides an online archive of the 

musicians and bands that performed in the city over the 

decades along with a comprehensive database of music 

venues and events. 

Parfitt described the development of the website and shared 

video clips of artist interviews and performances, including 

scenes from Victoria’s ‘Summer of Love’ when the city hosted 

a battle of the bands in July 1967.  He described the 

challenges involved in researching and documenting the music history of Victoria and the generous 

contributions he received of scanned posters, tickets, albums, and photographs from enthusiastic 

fans. Nostalgia filled the auditorium as Parfitt discussed popular music venues such as Club Tango 

on View Street, which is consistently one of the most searched subjects on his website. 

Fifteen years since its start, the Royal City Music Project website is now visited by as many as 

100,000 visitors each month, providing a unique online archive of Victoria’s music history.  You can 

explore Parfitt’s website at https://rcmpsite.com/.  

 

 

Image courtesy Bob Masse Studios 
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I am happy to report that the Cortes Island Museum and Archives Society has completed the Terry 

Reksten Memorial Fund grant project, which enabled us to digitize the oral histories in our archives 

and transfer data from aging cassette tapes to a stable digital format. The voices on these tapes are 

now preserved for future generations, available for public access, and reaching a new audience 

through our collaboration with Cortes Community Radio. 

The oral histories recorded on 76 aging cassette tapes (including two broken tapes, which were 

repaired) have been transferred to a digital format. For preservation purposes, a digital copy of each 

cassette, in both .wav and .mp3 format, is stored on an archival-quality CD and these files are 

backed up on a portable hard drive. Two DVDs contain copies of the smaller .mp3 files of the 

interviews, which are also available on an archives computer dedicated to public access. 

We outsourced the digitization to a local business with expertise in archival preservation of media 

who did an outstanding job at a substantial discount. The bill for transferring all the tapes plus the 

archival CDs and storage envelopes totaled $1,022. We also purchased a portable hard drive 

dedicated to preserving archival digital content, and many hours of volunteer time went into 

assessing the tapes, creating descriptions and entering them into our database, and managing the 

project. 

We are partnering with Cortes Community Radio, CKTZ, to produce a series of “radio snapshots” of 

local life in earlier times. Fifteen “Vintage Vignettes” have been produced and aired since last 

November. (They are available online at http://cortesradio.ca/vintage-vignettes/.) These newly-

digitized oral histories contain a wealth of stories and reminiscences which will be used in future 

productions. 

We are very grateful to the Friends of the BC Archives for awarding us this grant, which has allowed 

us to undertake this valuable project. 

  

  

Terry Reksten Memorial Fund Grant Report 
-- Jill Milton, Cortes Island Museum and Archives Society 
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FBCA events are usually held in the Newcombe Conference Hall at the Royal BC Museum 

from September to November, and January to May, on the 3rd Sunday of the month, 2:00 to 

3:30pm. Events are free for members of the Friends of the BC Archives, $5 for non-members, 

payable at the door. For more information about upcoming events, please visit our website or 

contact the President of the FBCA at 250-881-3755 / dunae@cliomedia.ca. 

FBCA Contact Information 
Email: FriendsOfBCArchives@royalbcmuseum.bc.ca 

Website: https://friendsofbcarchives.wordpress.com/ 
Twitter: @FBCArchives 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FriendsBCArchives/	  

Happy Spring to all our members! 

“The lower walkway on the causeway in Victoria's Inner Harbour” 
[1978]. Image I-03093/RBCM&A. 
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Friends of the BC Archives (FBCA) 
Membership & Donation Form 

Please check one: 
 

 I wish to become a member of the FBCA 
 

 I wish to renew my membership in the FBCA 
 
Name:____________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________________________
__ 
 
City:______________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
Province/State:________________ 
 
Postal Code:__________________ 
 
Phone:______________________ 
 
Email:_______________________ 
 
Membership Fees  
 
Student (full time) $15   

Senior (60 plus) $15   

Individual $20   

Family $30   

Corporation or Institution $50   

One (1) year subscription to British Columbia History (quarterly magazine 
published by the BC Historical Federation): Address in Canada ($20)   USA 
($32)   Other countries ($44)  
  
Donation:__________ 

Please make cheques payable to 
 “Friends of the British Columbia Archives.”  

Send to: 
 

Friends of the British Columbia Archives 
c/o BC Archives 

Royal British Columbia Museum 
675 Belleville St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 9W2 

 


