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BC Archives Reference Room Refresh
David Alexander, Head of Archives, Access, and Digital - Royal BC Museum
After many years, the BC Archives Reference Room is getting a refresh. We have allocated capital
budget this year for some changes and we are currently costing out what that might look like. The
refresh will potentially include some necessary cosmetic changes such as new carpets, compact
shelving, and replacement of the desk in the centre of the room with something a little smaller and
less obtrusive. It’s a large room, one of the largest in the Royal BC Museum, and we would like to
encourage programming and events in the space during off-hours. We will be adding a projector,
moving some of the cabinets, and purchasing modular furniture that can easily be moved around or
out of the room. Once plans have been finalized, we will develop a timeline and share this with users.
There will be some disruption in the room, either full or partial closures but we will work to minimize
this as much as possible. It is a beautiful room but long overdue for an update. I am excited to see the
transformation and look forward to inviting you to events here in the future.
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BC Archives: Research Note
The FBCA Board was recently informed that users of the BC Archives will no longer be restricted to
using RBCM priced and supplied USB sticks when scanning microfilmed material. Remember your USB
stick on your next visit!

Congratulations!
The winner of the Lieutenant-Governor’s Medal for Historical Writing was FBCA Treasurer Ronald
Greene for his book, Carlo Gentile, Gold Rush Photographer, 1863-1866 (2015). The award was
presented by Her Honour Judith Guichon, at the Awards Banquet of the BC Historical Federation held
May 28, 2016 in Revelstoke. Ron spoke to the Friends on the subject at our April 2015 public
presentation.

Source: http://greenefrogge.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Front-Cover.jpg
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Recent FBCA Events
Returning French Canadians to Victoria’s and BC’s History / Les Canadiens
franҫais au couer de l’histoire franco-colombienne (April 17, 2016)
The Newcombe Auditorium was filled to capacity for a presentation by Jean Barman, one of Canada’s
most distinguished historians. Dr. Barman drew upon research from her award-winning book, French
Canadians, Furs, and Indigenous Women in the Making of the Pacific Northwest (2014), but focussed on
local and regional themes for an appreciative audience. This event was a joint venture of the FBCA and
L’Association Historique Francophone de Victoria. Professor Barman, who retired from the
Educational Studies Department at UBC, explained how French Canadians were vital in the fur trade.
In the 1830s, French Canadians comprised 60 per cent of the Hudson’s Bay Company workforce in
present-day Oregon, Washington, and BC. As they had done elsewhere, they established intimate
relations with First Nations women and subsequently created cultural bridges between First Nations
peoples and newcomers of European descent. After the Oregon Boundary settlement in 1846, many
French Canadians and their families moved north from the Willamette Valley to Fort Victoria. The
Victoria Voltigeurs, a militia unit of French Canadian men, bolstered the defence of Vancouver Island,
while French Canadians provided a bulwark to American expansion during the Fraser River gold rush.
Indeed, Professor Barman argued, French Canadians were crucial in establishing a British colony and a
Canadian province on the Pacific slope. She also drew attention to the legacy of French Canadians and
their families in Victoria and in the Cowichan Valley, with a slide show that was illustrated with images
from the collections of the BC Archives. The afternoon was enriched by a poster provided by our cosponsors and artifacts from the collections of the Royal BC Museum. Professor Barman gave the very
first public lecture sponsored by the newly-established Friends of the British Columbia Archives in
October 2000. We look forward to her future contributions to the study of British Columbia.
- Patrick Dunae, President, FBCA
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Moosehide cartridge belt and jacket made in the Métis community of Kelly Lake, BC. A gift to school
teacher Gerald Smedley Andrews from local trapper Milton Campbell. RBCM 2014. 199.
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An Artist of Rare Ability: The Life and Photographs of C.S. Bailey (May 15, 2016)
David Mattison was an archivist with the BC Archives until his retirement in 2010. He specialized in
photographs, managing to put some order into the millions of archival photos, a good number of which
are now available online. As well as writing award-winning articles in journals and giving conference
papers, he also developed a searchable database, Camera Workers, a directory of BC, Alaska, and
Yukon photographs and photographers from 1858-1950.
At May’s Friend’s talk, David presented his accumulated and most recent work on one of the
photographers listed in Camera Workers - a little known, but important early BC photographer, C.S.
Bailey (1869-1896). Bailey was the first Vancouver photographer specializing in landscape and
marine photography. David showed us many of Bailey’s panoramas and roof top views of a very young
Vancouver. Interestingly, we were able to pick out some recognizable buildings – especially since the
site lines were more open than they would be today. Bailey also travelled into the interior to
photograph the activity in that area and along the Canadian Pacific Railway tracks. He also travelled to
Hawaii and images from his photographic portfolio can be found in the state archives there. Bailey’s
short life ended in Kamloops, where he died of tuberculosis at the age of 27. His legacy is a large
collection of valuable documentation of early BC. One has to wonder what he might have produced
had he lived a longer life. Thank-you to David for sharing with us this little known material from the
BC Archives and other municipal collections.
- Deidre Simmons, Board Member, FBCA
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Membership Dues
A friendly reminder that membership dues for 2016-17 are payable in September. Thank-you to all
FBCA members for another successful year of engaging talks and support for BC’s documentary
heritage.

FBCA Contact Information
Email: FriendsOfBCArchives@royalbcmuseum.bc.ca
Website: https://friendsofbcarchives.wordpress.com/
Twitter: @BCArchives
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofTheBCArchives/
Address: Friends of the British Columbia Archives, B.C. Archives
Royal British Columbia Museum, 675 Belleville St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 9W2

The Friends Programs are held in the Newcombe Conference Hall at the Royal British Columbia
Museum, 675 Belleville Street, Victoria, from 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. on Sundays. For more information
about these events contact Ron Greene, Treasurer of the Friends of the BC Archives at 250-5981835. Events are free for members, $5.00 for non-members, payable at the door.
Please call (250) 356-7226 in advance for information about access for persons with disabilities.
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Friends of the BC Archives (FBCA)
Membership Form
All donations beyond membership fees are tax deductible.
The Friends of the British Columbia Archives is a registered charity.

Please check one:
I wish to become a member of the FBCA
I wish to renew my membership in the FBCA
Name:_____________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________
City:_______________________________________________________________________
Province/State:________________
Postal Code:__________________
Phone:______________________
Send to:

Email:_______________________

Friends of the British Columbia Archives
c/o Membership
B.C. Archives
Royal British Columbia Museum, 675
Belleville St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 9W2

Membership Fees
Student (full time) $15
Senior (60 plus) $15
Individual $20
Family $30
Corporation or Institution $50

BC History Subscription $20 (rate within Canada only, enquire for foreign rates)
Donation:__________
TOTAL:____________ (Outside Canada please add $5 if postage needed for our Newsletter)
7

