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Genevieve Weber, Acting Head of Archives, has been working with First Nations and partner

organizations to process residential school records at the BC Archives (page 9). Credit: CTV News:

https://bc.ctvnews.ca/kamloops-residential-school-discovery-what-answers-lie-in-religious-archi

ves-1.5457466
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President’s Update

CONTRIBUTED BY KELLY BLACK, PHD  (PRESIDENT)

As I write this update to the FBCA membership my thoughts drift to the loss of the

Lytton Museum and Archives and Lytton Chinese History Museum due to fire. While

the cause of the fire is under investigation, I am reminded of how important it is to

support efforts to safeguard and make accessible archival records and institutions.

The FBCA has been a strong advocate of this work for more than twenty years and I

think the last year has clearly demonstrated the continued need for a Friends of the

BC Archives.

2020 and early 2021 brought forward several matters that the FBCA responded to;

the proposed shuttering of the archives through the last half of 2020, the

announcement of a new Collections and Research building in Colwood, and

accusations of racism and discrimination at the Royal BC Musem and BC Archives

(RBCM&A). On this last matter, the FBCA called on the RBCM&A to provide the

public with an update on how the museum was addressing entrenched racism. The

“
...the last year has clearly

demonstrated the continued

need for a Friends of the BC

Archives.

”
museum’s response to an independent investigation into these claims was recently

released; it confirms that there are profound changes required to support employees

and communities, including greater efforts to align the institution with the

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission Calls to Action. Interestingly, the report notes that government

underfunding of the museum and archives is a contributing factor in the creation of a

toxic work environment. The FBCA will continue to be a voice for policies, legislation,

and strategies that support safe, accessible, and public services at the Royal British

Columbia Museum and BC Archives.

Looking ahead to 2022, we are hopeful that FBCA events will return to meeting

in-person. It is clear that online access to our speaker series has been well received by

many people beyond the FBCA membership. Our YouTube channel has increased the

reach of our programming and made the stories of archival research accessible to

audiences well beyond Victoria. Planning for in-person events will continue to include

online access when and where possible. It takes a small team to put on any event, be it
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in person or digital, and I want to thank my fellow directors for helping to make our

virtual events a success.

Of course, in-person events also bring informal opportunities to share a coffee, chat,

and discuss membership and support with new and returning guests - something we

have sorely missed. We are only as strong as our membership and I hope that those

reading this newsletter will consider a membership renewal — and perhaps even a

donation — later this summer. Finally, I anticipate public engagement from the

RBCM&A and provincial government on the programmatic scheme (i.e.: what will the

building offer to users) for the new Collections and Research Building will begin in

early 2022. Please give some thought as to what you would like to see for users of the

archives - both at the new location in Colwood and in a newly revitalized museum

complex in downtown Victoria. We will update the membership and solicit your

feedback as details are made available.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you would like to chat about the FBCA and

our work.

Wishing you all the best for the summer,

Kelly

Board Welcome and Milestone

In April, we were delighted to welcome our newest Board member. Angie Bain is

Nłeʔkepmx, from the Lower Nicola Band of Merritt, BC. She works as a researcher for

the Union of BC Indian Chiefs. For the past year she has also been researching

Nłeʔkepmx laws and cultural values in relation to water for the Nicola Watershed

Governance Project. For her community, she has been doing research on a range of

issues including cultural heritage, traditional governance, decision-making,

traditional protocols and values and land and resource use.

Angie shares the following comments: “For many years I have been impressed by the

advocacy work that the FBCA has done for the research community. I believe that the

RBCM and BC Archives are critical resources needed by communities like mine, and I

have been so grateful for the many efforts of the FBCA to highlight the resources

available. I look forward to working with you all.”

Angie is also a former FBCA speaker — members may recall her January 2018 talk on

the Franz Boas Papers project. We're grateful to have Angie join our team!
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The Board appointed Angie to fill the vacancy left by former Director at large, Rick

Goodacre, following his resignation in January 2021. Rick was the long-time

Executive Director of Heritage BC, the umbrella organization for heritage

conservation in our province, and was instrumental in establishing the annual

Heritage Week in BC. He was also the executive officer of the Heritage Legacy Fund of

BC. Rick brought an extensive matrix of skills and valuable perspectives to our Board

meetings. We extend our appreciation to Rick for his contributions and service to the

Friends and wish him all the best going forward.

With Angie’s arrival, we’ve now had over 40 volunteers serve on the Friends’ Board of

Directors. We’re grateful to the following individuals for their contributions to the

Friends and for their support for BC’s documentary heritage.

FBCA Society Board Members, 2000-2021

Name of Director Dates of Service Remarks

Angie Bain 2021 –

Sue Baptie 2006 – 2017

Kelly Black 2016 – Ex officio director October 2015

Delphine Castles 2020 –

Jenny Clayton 2017 – 2018

Patricia Dirks 2010 – 2017

Patrick Dunae 2015 –

Caroline Duncan 2016 – 2020

Terry Eastwood 2009 – 2010

Marie Elliott 2000 – 2017 Founding member

Linda Eversole 2008 – 2015

Ken Favraholt 2001 – 2003

Sandra Gill 2001 – 2004 Founding member

Rick Goodacre 2019 – 2021

Aimee Greenaway 2017 – 2020
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FBCA Society Board Members, 2000-2021, continued

Name of Director Dates of Service Remarks

Ron Greene 2000 – 2018 Founding member

Frances (Fran) Gundry 2002 – 2016 Founding member

Christopher (Chris)

Hanna

2011 –

Katie Hughes 2020 –

Mary Ellen Kelm 2003 – 2008

Steve Koerner 2016 – 2019

Kathleen Kyle 2017 – 2019

Michael Layland 2008 – 2016

John Lutz 2000 – 2001 Founding member

Leonard (Len) McCann 2001 – 2014 Honorary director 2011 – 2014

Theresa MacKay 2020 –

Evert (Ev) Moes 2000 – 2006 Founding member and 1
st

president

William (Bill) Morrison 2008 – 2012

Thomas O’Donnell 2020

Branwen Patenaude 2000 – 2001

Denton Pendergast 2017 – 2019

Christopher (Chris)

Petter

2013 – 2016

Megan Purcell 2020 –

Jesse Robertson 2019 –

Patricia Roy 2000 – 2017

Deirdre Simmons 2004 – 2016 Founding member

Dwight Skeates 2017 – 2018
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FBCA Society Board Members, 2000-2021, continued

Name of Director Dates of Service Remarks

William (Bill) Sloan 2001 – 2003

Ron Welwood 2008 – 2017

Lara Wilson 2019 –

Anne Yandle 2000 – 2006

Call for Board Nominations

CONTRIBUTED BY KELLY BLACK (PRESIDENT)

The Friends of the BC Archives Nominations Committee is pleased to accept

nominations to the FBCA Board. The Board meets approximately eight times per year

with ongoing sub-committee work for our public programming, grants, events, and

communications initiatives. Board meetings are normally held at the Royal BC

Museum and/or remotely via Zoom.

Nominations may be submitted by any FBCA member in good standing.

Nominations will be accepted now until 31 August 2021 with elections held at the

AGM in October 2021.

In establishing a slate of candidates, the Nominations Committee will consider prior

participation in the FBCA, professional and leadership roles, and past board

experience.

The FBCA aspires to have a board that is broadly representative of BC Archives users.

We welcome nominations from individuals located across the province.

For further information or to submit a nomination please contact:

Kelly Black

FBCA President and Chair of the Nominations Committee

Email: info@FriendsBCArchives.ca
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Catching Up with TRMF Recipients

CONTRIBUTED BY THOMAS O’DONNELL (DIRECTOR AT LARGE)

The Terry Reksten Memorial Fund has been going strong for nearly 20 years. The

award, which gives two grants of $1000 to community archives, historical

associations, and museums, has created a lot of opportunity for groups across the

province. Because so many different kinds of groups can apply, it can lead to a wide

range of projects. As the window for the 2021 application closes, we asked some of the

previous year’s winners to tell us about what the award meant to them and how it’s

helped their organization.

Jill Milton, chair of the archives committee of the Cortes Island Museum & Archives,

said that she had heard about the award through an announcement in the FBCA

email list.

The Cortes Island Museum & Archives, which won the award in 2016, used the grant

for a project that captured life in the past.“Our project was to digitize the oral

histories in our archives and then use them

to produce, in partnership with Cortes

Community Radio, a series of ‘radio

snapshots’ of local life in earlier times,” said

Milton in an email interview. Much of the

project was working on converting the oral

histories to a more usable file.

“Our project involved transferring data from

aging cassette tapes to a stable digital

format. We expected to do the conversion

in-house using a combination of paid and

volunteer labour, but after trialling the

digitization process, we realized that we

lacked the necessary knowledge and

equipment,” said Milton.

“We outsourced the digitization to a local

business with expertise in the archival

preservation of media, who transferred the

oral histories recorded on 76 fragile cassette

tapes (including two broken tapes, which

were repaired) to a digital format. They

provided digital copies of each cassette in
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both .wav and .mp3 format, stored on archival CDS and a back-up portable hard

drive. The funds from the Terry Reksten award covered this part of the project.”

The project took “about six months overall” and used volunteers to complete much of

the work.

The Cortes Island Museum & Archives saw positive public response to the project.

“
The Vintage Vignettes… were very

popular and brought about

increased awareness of our holdings

in the community.

”
“The Vintage Vignettes, broadcast as short 2-3 minute clips on CKTZ, were very

popular and brought about increased awareness of our holdings in the community,”

said Milton. “Museum volunteers, researchers and interested members of the public

have come into the museum to listen to the interviews, which are full of facts and

stories about island history.

Milton described some of the takeaways

of the project, “A digitization project can

be daunting, but digitizing archival

records is a great way to get them out

into the community!”

On any advice for future applicants,

Milton said, “Don't give up if your

application isn't selected the first time

you apply!”

The fruits of their labour can be seen

online through the Cortes Island

Museum & Archives Online Archive

Another Terry Reksten Award winner,

Stó:lō Research and Resource

Management Centre, shared their

experience.

Stephen Shurgold, Librarian / Archivist

at the Stó:lō Research and Resource
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Management Centre said that he had heard of the Award through his predecessor.

The Stó:lō Research and Resource Management Centre, which won the award in

2020, is using the grant to archive their treaty making process.

“We used the grant funding to acquire archival supplies to process our treaty

materials – an extensive collection as the treaty process has been going on for over

two decades,” said Shurgold in an email interview.

As for something unexpected that has come up during the archiving process,

Shurgold said, “The sheer volume of material came as a surprise. We had an idea of

the amount of content, but as we reached out to our treaty department asking if there

was anything they’d like to add we received more files than we anticipated – further

increasing the size of the project.”

“
These treaty records are immensely

valuable and will be properly preserved

thanks to the Terry Reksten award. ”
On how the public has responded to their project, Shurgold said, “As of now, there

hasn’t been any public feedback since the project is still ongoing, but we are confident

that once we are done that people will eagerly consult records made public.”

Shurgold expressed gratitude for receiving the grant, saying, “These treaty records are

immensely valuable and will be properly preserved thanks to the Terry Reksten

award. Archival supplies are hard to budget for in small institutions, so we are very

grateful to have received the grant and the support.”

We look forward to seeing this year’s applications, knowing all the good work that can

be done with the Terry Reksten Memorial Fund.

Residential School Records

CONTRIBUTED BY GENEVIEVE WEBER (ACTING HEAD OF ARCHIVES, ROYAL BC MUSEUM & ARCHIVES)

On May 27, 2021 a statement was released by Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc. It began:

It is with a heavy heart that Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc Kukpi7 (Chief)

Rosanne Casimir confirms an unthinkable loss that was spoken about

but never documented by the Kamloops Indian Residential School. This

past weekend, with the help of a ground penetrating radar specialist, the

stark truth of the preliminary findings came to light – the confirmation
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of the remains of 215 children who were students of the Kamloops Indian

Residential School.

Later in the report it mentions that the Secwépemc Museum archivist is working with

the Royal BC Museum, among others, to seek out records that may provide

information and insight into the deaths of children at the Kamloops Residential

School.

In 2019 the BC Archives acquired the records of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate

(now called OMI Lacombe), a religious order of priests that operated mission sites

and residential schools throughout the province. Shortly after receiving the records,

we reached out to the communities in which the ten schools operated by the Oblates

were located. Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc (TteS) was immediately responsive and eager

to discuss the records. The intention behind this engagement was to ensure that those

impacted by the records would have full control over the records: we hoped to discuss

appropriate access protocols, digitization, and community priorities. In February

2020 I travelled to Kamloops to meet with TteS staff, including their archivist and

museum staff, Elders, and school survivors. We spent the days in the former school,

reviewing copies of records and identifying nearly 80 previously unlabelled

individuals in photographs. This visit was going to be the first of many, and a

delegation planned to travel to Victoria to continue the work shortly thereafter, but

the COVID-19 pandemic put our plans on hold. We continued to stay in touch over

the next 18 months, but much of our plans to work together was postponed.

“
...we are in service to the

community in Kamloops,

and will take their lead in

every step of this project.

”
As soon as the preliminary report came out, I was in touch with the TteS archivist, as

well as our contacts at OMI Lacombe. Our first step in response to the news was to

make introductions between TteS and staff at the National Centre for Truth and

Reconciliation (NCTR) and the Indian Residential School History and Dialogue

Centre at UBC (IRSHDC). Representatives from these three organizations plus myself

have met to discuss the most efficient and respectful method of providing access to

records of the school to TteS staff. As we have stated to TteS, we are in service to the

community in Kamloops, and will take their lead in every step of this project. We do

not yet know for certain what the output will look like, but will likely involve data

sharing between multiple organizations, and a secure online portal through which
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TteS will access digital copies of records. The records in our holdings include Codex

Historicus (daily journals kept by missionaries), textual records (correspondence with

the Department of Indian affairs and other religious, financial and annual reports,

visitor logs, etc.), photographs, architectural and site plans, and more. Records held

by the NCTR may include federal government records and those of other religious

organizations.As we work together to determine access methods, our digital

preservation team are busy scanning all the records relating to Kamloops. They have

started with the textual records and have successfully completed hundreds of pages.

“
We are dedicated to working in

full, open partnership with each

community impacted by the

records...

”
Each school administered by the Oblates also employed a female religious order to

work with the female students, as teachers and carers. At Kamloops, the Sisters of St

Ann were employed. The Sisters of St Ann archives has been located in the BC

Archives building for some years now, and we have an agreement with them to lease

the space with the understanding that we will formally acquire their holdings at the

conclusion of the contract. On June 4, the First Nations Leadership Council released a

statement asking the BC Government to clarify and make public our agreement, and

to take steps to ensure full access to the Sister of St Ann archives. In response to this

call, the Royal BC Museum and the Sisters of St Ann have signed a Memorandum of

Understanding outlining the ways in which our organizations will collaborate to

provide better access to their holdings, in a similar manner to the access we will

provide to the OMI records. This will be done with assistance and oversight by the

IRSHDC.

You can view the MOU here:

https://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/assets/MOU-signed-by-RBCM-and-Sisters-of-St-Ann_

June-21-2021.pdf

On June 30, a preliminary report was released regarding the confirmation of bodies

buried near the St. Eugene Residential School in Cranbrook — another school

operated by the Oblates. We are expecting that, over time, similar reports will be

released for all of the schools represented in our holdings. We are dedicated to

working in full, open partnership with each community impacted by the records, and

will continue to collaborate with the IRSHDC, the NCTR, OMI Lacombe, and others

to ensure safe access is provided to these documents.
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Indigenous Research Fund Update

CONTRIBUTED BY JESSE ROBERTSON (COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER)

In 2018, the Friends established the Indigenous Research Fund (IRF) to support

access to the collections of the BC Archives for Indigenous peoples. The IRF is funded

by the FBCA with support from the Royal BC Museum & Archives (RBCM&A).

We're pleased to share that the Friends have signed a new Memorandum of

Understanding with the RBCM&A to ensure this fund remains available for the next

three years. Under the terms of the MOU, the museum will contribute $500 annually

to the IRF from 2021 to 2023 inclusive. We wish to express our gratitude to the

RBCM&A for their ongoing support for this fund.

The IRF is open to any individuals (youth, student, adult, elder) who self-identify as

Indigenous (First Nations, Métis, Inuit) and organizations with a mandate to serve

the interests of Indigenous peoples. Up to $1000 is available for travel, hiring

researchers, and/or other costs associated with work conducted at the BC Archives.

This year Kwantlen Lands,

Resources and Stewardship, Ltd.

received funding to send a

community member to the

RBCM&A to conduct research in

support of repatriation efforts.

This research will help

determine where Kwantlen

ancestral remains, cultural

items, documents, and

archaeological artefacts are

being held. Information gathered

will be shared with community

members via virtual meetings

and electronic correspondences.

Other recent recipients include

the Gabriola Island Sacred Sites

Research Project and the Upper Similkameen Indian Band. The 2019 recipient, Jenn

Ashton, will be speaking to the Friends about her research on October 17, 2021.

Applications for 2022 will be accepted between 1 November 2021 and 31 January

2022. You can view updated information about the IRF and application process here:

https://friendsofbcarchives.wordpress.com/indigenous-research-fund/
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BCA Staff Intros

India Rael Young (Curator, Art and Images)

I first fell in love with archives when I visited the Bibliothèque Nationale de France to

view, in person, Joan of Arc’s trial manuscripts while researching my undergraduate

thesis. One bend in the road from becoming an archivist proper, I now hold a PhD in

art history and specialize in reproducible art media, like photography and prints, and

Indigenous art histories.

I joined the BC Archives in 2019 after completing a postdoctoral fellowship as the

Research Specialist in Native American art at Princeton University Art Museum. In

my role as curator of art and images, I am eager to explore the depth and range of

photography housed in the archives, from the strange wonders of Hannah Maynard’s

composite photographs, to the wealth of early twentieth century vernacular

photography, to the infinite potential to interpret government photographic records.

Kate Heikkila (Archivist)

Hello Friends – My name is Kate Heikkila and I am currently writing from the

traditional territory of the Lekwungen peoples. Throughout my life I have been

privileged to have lived and learned on Snuneymuxw, Musqueam, Haudenosaunee,

Kanien’kehá:ka, Kwantlen, Katzie, Semiahmoo and Tsawwassen territories, as well as

the lands of the Nations of Treaty 6.

I came to the BC Archives in July 2019, taking the position of reference archivist.

Prior to working here, I was the reference archivist for the City of Surrey Archives

from 2016 to 2019. Before that I worked as a contract archivist with the City of

Wetaskiwin, and part-time at the Nanaimo Community Archives. My previous career

was working with horses in competition settings, and I’m still actively involved in

equestrian sport in Victoria.

In grad school, whenever I was asked about my career goals my answer was always to

work at the BC Archives, so working here has been a dream realized. It has been a

strange couple of years — I’ve now worked here longer with pandemic restrictions

than without them — but it’s still exciting to be part of this team. I’m looking forward

to the next few months as we work to reduce COVID restrictions and increase access

to the reference room.

Lesley Golding (Acting Preservation Manager, Collections Care and

Conservation)

I joined the team at the Royal BC Museum and Archives in the summer of 2018 as a

collections manager for the art and historic photo collections held within the archives

department. As a collections manager my focus is on the preservation, documentation
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and management of the collection, while working to increase public access to for

research purposes.

I have been working in museums, galleries and heritage sites in British Columbia and

Ontario for over 10 years. Prior to starting at the Royal BC Museum I was the

Registrar at the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, and the Project Co-Ordinator and

Curatorial Assistant at the University of Victoria Legacy Art Galleries, before that.

Helping Preserve Parfitt Brothers Donations

CONTRIBUTED BY PATRICK DUNAE (SECRETARY-TREASURER)

Our non-profit Society has facilitated the preservation of archival records in various

ways and on many occasions. Earlier this year, the Friends acted as the go-between in

preserving historical photographs from one of Victoria’s most prominent building

contractors, Parfitt Brothers.

Unexpectedly, we received a bubble envelope with photographs of major building

projects undertaken by the firm in the 1900s and 1920s. In a covering note, the donor

indicated that her family was related to one of the Parfitt brothers. The photographs

had been handed down over the years and had almost been forgotten in a dresser

This photo of the James Bay Hotel (1911) was included in a package received by the Friends and is

now among the City of Victoria Archives’ Parfitt Family collection (PR-0181).
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drawer. The photos were rediscovered when the donor was “downsizing” and she

thought they might be “useful” to the Friends of the BC Archives. She concluded her

handwritten note by saying “Thank you for all your hard work preserving Victoria/BC

History.”

We appreciate her kind words. Because the BC Archives was not then accepting

donations of private records due to pandemic restrictions, we offered the photographs

to the City of Victoria Archives (CVA). CVA now holds seventy-five photographs that

show buildings completed by the firm. The images are catalogued as Parfitt Family

collection – Collection PR-0181. The donation that we facilitated consisted of about

twenty-five items, including small photographs showing work in progress on St. John

the Divine Church (c. 1911) and Christ Church Cathedral (c. 1927). As well, the

donation included several large, mounted photographs of completed projects,

including the James Bay Hotel (1911) at 270 Government Street.

We’re grateful to the donor and CVA for helping to preserve these valuable records.

We’re also pleased to report that the BC Archives is again able to receive private

donations and is currently in conversations with a few potential donors.

New CanadaHelps Page
CONTRIBUTED BY JESSE ROBERTSON (COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER)

Did you know the Friends of the BC Archives is a registered charity? We wouldn't be

able to do the work we do without generous donations from our community. It's now

easier than ever to donate online through our new CanadaHelps page.

CanadaHelps makes giving simple by providing a centralized platform for managing

donations to Canadian charities. Tax receipts for donations over $10 are generated

automatically and saved for future reference. Click here to learn more:

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/friends-of-the-british-columbia-archives

Donations to the Friends help to support our community grants program and

Indigenous Research Fund; the acquisition and preservation of significant records for

the collections of the BC Archives; and the purchase of equipment for the Archives’

Reference Room.

Our Society’s activities are also supported by annual membership proceeds. Members

receive our biannual newsletter, discount subscription rates to the BC History

magazine, and 15% off photocopy fees at the BC Archives. If you’re not already a

member, you can join us by visiting the following page:

https://friendsofbcarchives.wordpress.com/membership/

Thank you for your support!
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Guest Speakers

In light of current restrictions, FBCA events will be held virtually via Zoom in 2021.

While we miss being able to gather in person, we are grateful for the opportunity to

connect with members and supporters beyond Victoria. Our online events are free

and open to anyone, but require advance registration. See our website or Facebook

page for further information.

Virtual talks will also be posted to our YouTube account. Find us by searching

“Friends of the BC Archives” in YouTube and click “subscribe” to stay up to date with

all our latest content.

Our next event is scheduled for October 17. Award-winning author, visual artist, and

previous Indigenous Research Fund recipient Jenn Ashton will join us to share the

story of how she found her Skwxwú7mesh family. We hope to add additional speakers

in the coming weeks. Check our website or find us on Facebook for the latest updates

and full event descriptions. Members who receive a paper copy of our newsletter will

receive a list of upcoming speaker events in the mail later this summer.

Check out what’s new or contact us at:

Website: www.friendsofbcarchives.wordpress.com

Email: info@bcarchives.com

Snail Mail:

Friends of the BC Archives

c/o The Royal BC Museum & Archives

675 Belleville Street

Victoria, BC   V8W 9W2

Like and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube!
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